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cattle that belonged to them; that, as soon as the
Savages should have made reparation for this loss —
which amounted to two hundred livres of beaver —
the prisoners should be released. Although the
Abnakis did not acknowledge this pretended injury,
they nevertheless paid the two hundred livres of
beaver —being unwilling that for such a trifling
thing any one could reproach them with having
abandoned their brothers. Notwithstanding the
payment of the contested debt, liberty was, however,
refused to the prisoners.

The Governor of Boston, fearing that this refusal
might force the Savages to take violent measures,
proposed to treat this affair amicably in a conference,
and the day and place for holding it were agreed
upon. The Savages went to the place with Father
Rasles, their Missionary; Father de la Chasse,
Superior-general of these Missions, who was at that
time making his visitation, was also there; but
Monsieur the Governor did not appear. The Savages
foreboded evil from his absence. They resolved to
let him know their opinions by a letter written in
the savage tongue, in English, and in Latin; and
Father de la Chasse, who was master of these three
languages, was charged with writing it. It seemed
needless to use any other language than the English
tongue; but the Father was very glad that, on the
one hand, the Savages should know for themselves
that the letter contained only what they had dictated ;
and that, on the other, the Englishmen could not
doubt that the English translation was faithful.
The purport of this letter was: 1st, that the
Savages could not understand why their tribesmen
had been retained in captivity, after the promise



